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Potsdam. Zanzibar Town. El Alto.  
Puerto Princesa.
Four towns, four countries, four continents. Over the 
past few years this enumeration has become a kind 
of mantra for a growing group of young people. A 
code for a project with which, as one participant in 
2016 said, they have grown up with. This education-
al material tells the story of the paths that these 
young people have gone along in this growing-up 
process over the last few years; not only within the 
project but also beyond it. 

A Story of Cooperation
This overall project as well as this educational ma-
terial is a cooperative project between different as-
sociations in Brandenburg and their partners in the 
Global South. Six young women, along with their 
colleagues in Bolivia, Tanzania and the Philippines, 
did research and interviewed their peers in 2017. 
The applications for the project were made with 
the support of the RAA Brandenburg and GSE e.V. 
The RAA Brandenburg monitored the editing of this 
educational material and produced the accompany-
ing texts.

Introduction
The International Encounter Project   
StadtLandGeld 2010 – 2018

From Participant to Project Designer
Most of the authors of the interviews have been in-
volved in the project since 2011. They started when 
they attended an international encounter seminar 
in Potsdam when they were 14,15 or 16 years old. 
Friendships developed during the week full of dis-
cussions and activities. They had the opportunity to 
deepen in these friendships the following year. One 
part of the group was able to go to Tanzania and 
come to terms with issues around local and glob al 
nutrition and thereby extend their links. In the en-
counters in 2014 (Bolivia) and 2016 (the Philippines) 
the focus was on the understanding of global con-
nections related to discrimination and privilege. In 
2017, these young women took the task into their 
own hands: two different young women from Ger-
many went to each of the project towns El Alto, 
Puerto Princesa and Zanzibar Town and along with 
their local partners re-interviewed young people 
who had already been interviewed in 2010.

In 2018 the group organised a return visit to Bran-
denburg where they documented the results of 
their research in 2017 in this material. They are the 
authors of the portraits. Each portrait is based on a 

Germany 
Potsdam

Bolivia
El Alto

Tanzania  
Zanzibar Town

Philippines
Puerto Princesa 
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30 to 60 minute interview and the focus of the con-
tents and the language are the product of the seven 
project designers.

This Material Offers You: 

•  biographical access to issues around discrimina-
tion and privilege

•  multilingual opportunities to work on portraits of 
young people

•  didactical suggestions which are in line with the 
Berlin/Brandenburg curriculum

How Can You Work With It?
The material consists of three parts. In the first part 
you can find out about the chronology and the 
background of the entire project and how it arose 
and developed.
Part two offers the interviews which were conduct-
ed and edited by the young project team. These 
interviews span the 37 young people interviewed 
between 2010 and 2017. In part three we offer sug-
gestions as to how you can use this material in the 
classroom taking the Berlin/Brandenburg curricu-
lum in particular into account.

2018 Germany: Keila Alejandra Vasquez Ledezma takes the group to a traditional indigenous 

Bolivian ‚sharing.‘ ceremony. This Apthapi ritual in which the harvest, worries and successes are 

usually shared has been adapted. Stories and photos are shared. In this exercise the group meet 

each other in a very personal way. The members of the group learned from each other who is 

important for them and where they come from. Keila, like some other young adults, took over 

part of the seminar planning. 
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Chronology
StadtLandGeld – the History of an International  
Path of Learning

Interviews 2010
In 2010 three associations from Brandenburg along 
with their partners in the Global South initiated an 
international exhibition project in three languages 
(English, German and Spanish) which was based on 
interviews with children and young people giving 
information about their daily lives in their respective 
towns in their respective countries. In Puerto Prin-
cesa in the Philippines Carpus e.V., along with their 
partner school San Miguel National High School, in-
terviewed children and young people from different 

social classes. It was the COMPA Culture and Thea-
tre Centre in El Alto Bolivia, who ran interviews with 
their German cooperation partner Gesellschaft für 
Solidarische Zusammenarbeit (Society for Cooper-
ation with Solidarity). The RAA Brandenburg and 
Twende Pamoja (Forwards United) met a wide range 
of youngsters who talked about their experiences in 
Zanzibar Town. In Potsdam interviews were also car-
ried out. The  ‚Learning Exhibition‘ called CityCoun-
tryMoney developed out of 47 interviews.

2011 Germany: The exhibition CityCountryMoney is presented by 

representatives from the four countries as part of the Brandenburg 

Developmental Policy Information Days in Potsdam.
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International Encounter 2011
Which similarities and which differences characterise 
our experiences of life in the city? Participants from 
El Alto in Bolivia, Puerto Princesa in the Philippines, 
Zanzibar Town in Tanzania and from the region of 
Brandenburg discussed these very questions during 
a week long seminar in Potsdam. Two participants 
from each of the countries from the southern hemis-
phere, the Global South, who had been interviewed 
in 2010 attended the workshop along with 11 new 
students from Brandenburg. Friendships developed 
and experiences were exchanged. The guests visit-
ed schools in Brandenburg where they gave work-
shops.

International Encounter 2012
Who feeds the world? How fair is our nutrition when 
we put it to a global test? The international group 
met again in Zanzibar. Two youngsters from Bolivia 
and six from Germany alongside with eight Tanzan-
ian hosts worked on what our worldwide nutrition 
systems have in common in intensive workshops 
and excursions as well localising the problems that 
food globalisation brings. Apart from attending the 
seminars, the young people spent a few days in host 
families. 

International Encounter 2014
In which situations have the participants personal-
ly experienced injustice? How did they deal with 
that? What does climate justice mean? How long 
will Huayna Potosi (6.088m) still have a snowy peak 
and be able to provide La Paz and El Alto with wa-
ter? While considering various aspects of justice and 
injustice, the participants were challenged to ques-
tion their own positions and values. There were very 
controversial discussions about child labour. It was 
not possible to come to a definitive common con-
clusion. But just dealing with child labour highlights 
how the ability not only to look at an issue from an-
other point of view and to recognise contradictory 
points of view, but also to really accept them, had 
really developed. 

International Encounter 2016
Why do 5.6 million children in the Philippines work? 
What forces 2.3 million people to migrate to work 
abroad? These two questions made it possible for 
participants and other partners in Puerto Princesa to 
get deeper insights into their lives and their families. 
Further perspectives on child labour and labour mi-
gration were issues that came up in addition to the 
experience, perceptions and questions which had 
arisen in the discussions over the previous six years. 
This encounter enabled the partners to practice com- 
ing to terms with controversial and different points 
of view and how to deal with them respectfully. 

2011 Potsdam: The participants of the first 
international encounter.
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Interviews 2017
The international network of people on 4 continents 
has been growing since the autumn of 2011. How 
had the young people been living their lives in the 
last few years? How do society and social inequali-
ty shape their respective lives? What controversies 
with privilege and discrimination have they expe-
rienced? AND:
How do the children and youngsters, who were in-
terviewed for the first exhibition in 2010, see this? 
This is what the, by now, adult participants wanted 
to investigate. 
In pairs they travelled to Puerto Princesa, El Alto und 
Zanzibar Town to talk with their partners to the chil-
dren and young people who had been interviewed 
in 2010 once again. During their three week long 
journey the teams managed to meet almost all of 
the around 30 young people to re-interview them.

International Encounter 2018
We shape society – how about you? This was the  
title of the workshop that the participants designed 
in around 10 days and which they then offered to 
various schools in Brandenburg. Shaping society can 
mean many things: from political activism to making 
decisions on their day to day lifestyle. 25 participants 
from the four project countries pooled their reflec-
tions based on seven years of joint project work. As 
young adults they had to confront themselves with 
the responsibility of how each one of them can con-
tribute personally to their own respective society. 
Every one of them presented the challenges and let 
themselves be inspired by the examples others gave 
and then discussed by what means they themselves 
want to mould their society.

”You do not need power to bring about change. You need the spirit, 
the intention. Change starts with me and with you. We are those who 

live in this world. We must fight for changes that are important for us.”

Awatif, 22 years old, Tanzania, in Berlin 2018
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Gesellschaft gestalten

“You should be aware of how you act and be able to 

differentiate between incorrect and fair behaviour.  

Apart from that you should allow everyone to be able to 

express their opinions freely. You have to value yourself 

as a person and not let yourself be oppressed  

by anybody or anything.”

Iván, Bolivia, 24 years old, in Wünsdorf 2018

2016 the Philippines: Ana Angélica Salazar Torrez developed a varie
ty of scenes with the participants, all focused on the issue of justice. The 
results were these hopes and wishes for a better world. 

“As part of an LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender) community, 
I think my voice is the best thing I can use to shape society. I am active in 
preventing discrimination against those who are part of the lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender community. Everyone can form society. We can 
change a lot step by step.”
Nino, the Philippines, 18 years old, in Wünsdorf 2018

“I consider myself to be in an extremely privileged position, in a global sense. To increase justice it is therefore important for me to reflect on my personal role and to actively break down the power structures that are associated with them.”Jana, Germany, 19 years old, in Wünsdorf 2018

“I would make sure that everyone gets a good job, that families have enough income without child labour.”Jezielle, the Philippines, 20 years old,  in El Alto 2014

“There are so many good laws. There are laws to protect 

women and children in particular –but only on paper 

because they never reach the people. I want all these 

laws to be put into practice.”

Ana, Bolivia, 39 years old, in El Alto 2014

“I would like to close down all those private schools which do not offer good education and are only interested in earning money. I would demand quality standards when a school is opened which are then also subject to control.”
Azaluu, Tanzania, 20 years old, in El Alto 2014

“I want to further inclusive edu

cation where children and young 

people with handicaps get special 

support.”

Farhat, Tanzania, 20 years old,  

in El Alto 2014

“I am part of society and my experience and 
that of others have taught me that unfortunat
ely I cannot rely on systems and governments. 
I must fight myself. Changes and justice start 
with me to achieve my vision of a fair world.”
Giang, Germany, 22 years old, in Wünsdorf 2018
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Trainers’ Perspectives
Opportunities For The Participants

Comparing, Perceiving, Understanding: 
Meaningful Learning Opportunities
Khalfan Mwita Hassan

This was a rich experience not only for those in the 
schools but also for the young people in the project. 
It was fascinating to observe how young people 
from four different countries had the opportunity to 
exchange their ideas and feelings and through that 
to change themselves. As a teacher I really valued 
the opportunity to get to know new methods and 
approaches that the various trainers in the seminars 
used. I also noted how the participants were real-
ly free to evolve in the atmosphere offered within 
the encounter. They developed their creativity and 
could demonstrate their skills and what they had  
learnt in the presentations. Drawing and theatre 
methods were continuously used. These approaches 
sharpened their awareness regarding the themes 
that had been dealt with. All in all these workshops 
succeeded in motivating the participants to focus 
on their learning and were a key in strengthening 
their problem solving ability.

What exactly were the concrete opportunities 
for learning for the participants?

We came to grips practically with the different edu-
cational systems. We grappled with these different 
education systems. This related to the different 
structures of the educational systems and in parti-
cular to the different conditions within the schools. 
Zanzibar schools have the largest classes and  
there is very often a lack of teaching and learning 
aids and materials. I was really surprised and, at the 
same time, inspired by the amount of extra courses 
offered in the Philippines. They give the opportunity 
for individual consolidation. In the Bolivian system, 
children who work are taken into consideration by 
offering them evening classes. I found this particular 
method of achieving every child‘s right to education 
very interesting. 

Another theme that moved us all was coming to 
terms with poverty in a ‚rich‘ country like Germany. 
A lot of the participants from the Philippines, Boli-
via and Tanzania had never even considered the 

possibility that there are people in Germany who 
are dependent on food at reduced prices or on food 
donations. The topics food and nutrition were those 
where we discovered a lot about similarities and dif-
ferences. If you compare Zanzibar to Palawan, you 
see that both eat a lot of rice. In the Philippines it is 
eaten three times a day often without the side dish 
or sauce what is in turn considered normal in Zanzi-
bar. Details like that were new for me. 

Again and again Palawan seemed to be like a sister 
island; even the climate is similar although ecologi-
cal issues are dealt with differently. In the discussion 
regarding different environmental problems and 
conservation I acquired new ideas and above all mo-
tivation to put some of these environmental project 
ideas into practice in Zanzibar. The environmental 
standards in the four countries vary a great deal. In 
this respect the legislation is very strict, for example 
regarding the protection of mangrove forests. In the 
Philippines it is illegal to cut down wood or even pick 
up wood which is lying around. The positive effect of 
this practice is economic; the mangroves are tourist 
attractions. Mangroves also play an important role in 
adapting to climate change.

Khalfan Mwita Hassan presents the results of the international encoun

ter to students of the San Miguel High School and answers questions.
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I was shocked by the contamination of the water in 
Bolivia which could lead to a severe lack of water in 
El Alto in a few years. The knowledge gained from 
some of these examples, both positive and negati-
ve, led me to organise a field trip for my students to 
Jozani Forest (a nature conservation area in Zanzi-
bar). The aim is to strengthen respectful behaviour 
towards nature and to raise awareness of the impor-
tant role that healthy forests play.

In this way the young people now have a wealth of 
experience of cultures all around the world at their 
disposal. We have, in a hands-on way, got to know 
different kinds of food, clothing and languages in 
these four locations. In particular, we have learnt 

2014 Bolivia: This photo of Khalfan Mwita Hassan and students from Mururata was taken following the discussion 
about educational perspectives in Tanzania and Bolivia.

a great deal about tolerance and mutual respect. 
We have connected our own living conditions with  
those worldwide.

Communication was always, because of the four 
different languages, a challenge which sometimes 
led to misunderstandings. Translators and body lan-
guage were often a way to overcome this. The fully- 
packed programme was often tiring for one person 
or another. The lack of time, money and the inability 
to collectively plan the programme were stumbling 
blocks which should be mentioned. And the ques-
tion remains, how can all this knowledge be better 
passed on to others beyond the group of partici-
pants.
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Relationship Building – a Prerequisite 
For Learning in International Encounters 
Minnie Maisie Salazar Salanga

We, the San Miguel National High School of Puerto 
Princesa, have been cooperating with the Branden-
burg association Carpus e.V. since 2007. At some 
point in time they asked us teachers for potential in-
terview partners who should be young people who 
earned their own living, those who had at least one 
parent working abroad, young people with disabili-
ties as well as students who attended private schools. 
A year after this series of interviews Uwe Berger from 
Carpus e.V. informed us about the possi bility that 
two of those who had been inter viewed could take 
part in an international encounter in Germany. At 
that point in time Jezielle was still a minor and could 
only travel with an adult which is how I also had the 
opportunity to take part in the encounter.

As the adult escort I was responsible for the bureau-
cratic organisation that goes along with such a 
journey; in particular for applying for passports and 
collecting the necessary documents for the visa 
applications. The last task was certainly the most 
challenging. In 2018 we had to go personally to the 
German embassy twice as it is required that both 
parents of a minor appear in person – even though 
all the required documents had already been sub-
mitted. 

In the encounters both in Germany and in Bolivia 
I saw my role as supporting the participants emo-
tionally as well as accompanying the participants 
from the Philippines. We prepared ourselves for the 
contents of the themes of the journey. During the 
encounter I took responsibility for the health and in 
particular the emotional issues of both of the young 
people. The aim of this 24 hour job was to make both 
of them feel so comfortable that they could contri-
bute their experiences and opinions. Through my 
caring for their wellbeing I enabled them to parti-
cipate actively in the seminars. In this situation I see 
myself as their sister, mother, friend, interpreter and 
teacher. Despite the challenges of these roles during 
the  encounters of 2010 and 2014 it was also a won-
derful and fortifying experience.

In 2018 I travelled to Germany with three new stu-
dents for a further encounter. My task was once 
again to prepare them for their first visit abroad 
and to motivate them to participate and contribute  
their knowledge and experience with self confi-
dence. Apart from my role as a teacher it was above 
all important for me that the students feel secure 
and strong, even though they are in a new situation 
far away from their families. I want to make sure that 
despite that they feel at home – with me as their re-
sponsible adult.

2018 Germany: Minnie Maisie Salazar Salanga in a project in her 
partner school in Germany, EmilFischerGymnasium Schwarzheide.
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The atmosphere in the whole group was crucial for 
such a feeling of security and openness. It lets each 
one of us feel comfortable to share our experiences 
and opinions. The openness of each individual and 
the respect that we show each other makes us stron-
ger as a group and after every time the wish to see 
each other again increases. The endeavour to treat 
our feelings with awareness and consideration was 
really great in this group. In the end, not just a com-
munity but a family has developed over the years. 

Transferring what we experienced in the encounters 
into our own context is and has always been para-
mount for me. Following the international encoun-
ters we ran our own seminars and workshops in my 
school. In 2016 we were the hosts for the interna-
tional group. We were primarily responsible for the 
planning and organisation as well as the local logis-
tics in cooperation with our German partners. One 
of the most complex organisational issues was fun-
ding the encounter so that all four countries could 
really take part. 

This international encounter project influenced me 
myself indirectly. The themes that we worked on 
together, the different approaches and methods 
we used, the discussions, the numerous activities 
to foster teambuilding and all the stimuli regarding 
us and our role in society have also changed me. 
In the meantime I am now a head teacher and am 
head of the natural sciences department as well as 
other posts of responsibility in my school. If nothing 
else my experiences in and with the international 
encounter projects have strengthened my compe-
tences and my attitudes to the extent that I feel con-
fident to carry out these tasks with pleasure.

2011 Germany: The international group finds out about 

Fair Trade in the ‘One World Shop‘ in Potsdam. Minnie Maisie 

Salazar Salanga (centre) is surprised to find products from 

the Philippines. 
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Learning Together in Everyday Life
Ana Angélica Salazar Torrez

The project offered the young participants a lot of 
opportunities. I never, at any time, had the impres-
sion that one person or any of their opinions was 
worth more than another‘s. It was a chance to get 
to know other countries, other cultures and other 
realities. I believe that the opportunity to live to-
gether day by day is a very effective way of lear-
ning. Here we have further evidence that education 
and learning takes place on the street, in flats and 
in the marketplace and not necessarily in institu-
tions. Apart from that the experience was enriched 
by being with young people from other countries. 
Natural communication and speech, and not nec-
essarily speaking the same language, led to close 
bonds within the group and encouraged non-verbal 
communication, in particular physical communica-
tion. It was fundamental that they could recognise 
themselves in others; not only to see the differences 
but also to be aware of the similarities among those 
of the same generation: a generation that is often 

characterised by alienation and negativity in respect 
of their roots. This project offered every participant 
the chance to positively re-evaluate their own iden-
tity as well as the customs in their countries that they 
have grown up in. Others recognised the privileges 
that they enjoy, for indeed we live in a world of fun-
damental injustice. The themes that we dealt with 
in the encounter such as wealth, poverty, money or 
migration opened space for discussions, analysis as 
well as suggestions from the youngsters themselves. 
They posed many questions regarding the injustice 
that we are experiencing all over the world. Ques-
tions such as ‚What is wealth?‘ and ‚What is poverty?‘ 
generated disputes and a constant questioning of 
what they take for granted.

As a trainer I experienced this project as a powerful 
stimulus for further awareness-raising support for 
the young people in their own countries. That in-
cludes to learn how to become aware of the diffe-
rent realities that there are in the world and about 
the privileges that some enjoy. Part of this is to be-
come aware that the capitalistic world is not only 
destroying our planet but also the human race. The 
world renews itself but the human race will die out. 
Without a doubt, this kind of project is auspicious 
because it shows that there are a lot of people who 
oppose these dominant structures. It becomes ob-
vious that one can dream again of a more conscious 
and joyful society, which recognises the value of our 
ancestors‘ knowledge and can find a way to a fine 
community. 

This international encounter project was really one 
which allowed us to get to know distant cultures and 
contexts which became more familiar because they 
could be experienced at close quarters. This chance 
to be able travel to different continents is a dream 
that so many people constantly have and which, be-
cause of financial restraints in particular, they could 
never achieve. My wish is that more young people 
from Bolivia could take part. I am so thankful that I 
can be part of this dream.

2012 Tanzania: Theatre rehearsals for a play with Ana Angélica Salazar Torrez.
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Global Learning Within Encounters  
As A Process 
Birgit Mitawi

Life-long learning. Start early and never stop learn-
ing. We like to name these and other similar insights 
when we describe how learning can succeed. When 
we reflect on learning in international encounters 
in a north-south context, we are normally talking 
about experiences after a journey or at best follo-
wing a two-way encounter in both of the coun tries 
concerned. Processes rarely or never take place in 
this context so that we can observe, describe or 
purposefully initiate them. Investigations which are 
done through surveys following an initial encounter 
often show that ‚young people in encounter visits 
(orientate themselves) in a global society in a North 
-South context ...... towards differences‘ or ‚ Personal 
encounters within the framework of a (South-North) 
school partnership can reinforce prejudices and cli-
chés.‘ I have to agree with that. It is an illusion to ex-
pect that all the participants in an international en-
counter in the southern hemisphere will afterwards 
be able to cope with their prejudices; that they do 
not predominantly concentrate on differences but  
instead are able to behave in a non-discriminato-
ry way integrating post-colonial perspectives: that 
they are critical consumers who have come to terms 
with power and their own privileges and in the long 
term champion for a fair world. 

A global encounter is initially an impulse for (or is) a 
learning process. Travel in itself does not ensure any 
wonders, since the way from recognition to action 

within a journey or encounter needs time. Learning 
is a continuous process for the young people, the 
trainers and other accompanying people, which 
takes place both during and following the journey. 
Anyone accompanying the young people should 
then be able to help shape this process alongside 
all those involved, so that global learning is made 
pos sible and that all the positive and negative 
experienc es can be reflected upon together.

The majority of (young) people have never had the 
opportunity to be able to take part in an interna-
tional encounter in the southern hemisphere. In 
face of this fact we know that long-term internatio-
nal encounter projects are currently an exception. 
We have taken a dare with this exception. We have 
accompanied and monitored an international group 
working on global themes for eight years; in Germa-
ny, in Tanzania, Bolivia and the Philippines with a  
relatively constant international core group as well 
as additional participants from the host countries. 
Each encounter brought more experience and an 
increasing willingness to integrate these insights 
into their own personal lives. The motivation and 
the ability to critically come to terms with their own 
points of view increased. Most of them live in a more 
sustainable way and speak out against injustice and 
discrimination when they observe it.
They have become active and in the meantime pass 
on their knowledge by for example acting as educa-
tional multipliers.

2016 the Philippines: The encounters 

were a continuous learning process for 

the accompanying trainers. Here they are 

convincing themselves that seaweed tastes 

good. This important natural food product 

from Palawan is also farmed in Zanzibar 

– up to now it is only exported. The first 

seaweed to be planted in Zanzibar came 

from the Philippines. Can the recipes also be 

exported? Another project to come? 

1 Dr. des. Susanne Krogull: „Weltgesellschaft verstehen – Eine internationale, rekonstruktive Studie zu Perspektiven junger Menschen“, Heidelberg, 2017
2 Dr. Luise Steinwachs: Zitat: „Arm, aber glücklich“. Persönliche Begegnungen in Schulpartnerschaften, Berlin, 2012
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Learning Over Time – Process As Orientation and 
Confidence Building

“I have realised that change starts with me, for exam-
ple how to use language that is not discriminatory or 
how I sharpen my awareness of stereotypes. I have 
grown up in the project and it has formed me into a 
person who is more aware of topics like world wide 
injustice. I have grown into a person who is more 
self-confident, gets involved, fights and be lieves 
that solidarity within a small group can change the 
world a little. “ Giang, student, 22 years old, encounter projects  of  
2011, 2012, 2014, 2016, 2017, 2018

“The project has great importance for me as I have 
been involved in it for seven years. That was almost 
the whole of my puberty:) I have developed along 
with the project. We have grown together. I have be-
come more self-confident through meeting people 
from different cultures who were initially strangers. 
I have learnt how to take more responsibility and 
how to take care of things. The greatest challenge 
was jumping over my shadow and testing my limits 
and avoiding prejudices. To be quite honest I some-
times still find it hard but then I question it and lots 
of things become clear. I cannot say how I would 
have developed had there not been a project; but 
everything is as it is and I am satisfied.“ Isabell, hairdresser, 
24 years old, Encounter projects of  2011, 2012, 2014, 2016, 2017, 2018

The international encounter project 2010 to 2018 
was one that demanded a high level of dedication 
from all the participants and the trainers. It is a proj-

ect that could only be financed with a great amount 
of effort and considerable donations. In the mean-
time there are several funding programmes which 
made the encounters possible; which financed the 
travel costs as well as the preparation and most of 
the follow-up activities of the German group. What 
is usually not funded are the preparation and fol-
low-ups of the partners in the Global South or a pro-
fessional monitoring by qualified trainers of the visits 
in the southern hemisphere who repeatedly posit 
impulses, moderate reflection and create spheres of 
action even after the visit. In some of the funding 
programmes the expertise of NGOs (non-govern-
mental organisations) is definitely sought. There is 
no remuneration for this works except for a small 
administrative sum.

Although there are very few long-term encounter 
projects, their expected impact should be adjusted 
to the length of the encounter. The results of studies 
based on one-off encounter projects should not 
question these visits per se but should encourage 
donors to make more funds available for middle 
and long term visits within the context of South – 
North international encounters. The aim should be 
to allow a process to develop and not one in which 
the results have been planned from beginning to 
end in advance; processes which are orientated to-
wards and developed according to the needs and 
potential of the participants and those which allow 
all different kinds of networking in which the results 
are open-ended.

2012 Tanzania: Participants from 

the International Encounter are 

interviewing farmers from Bambi 

about their everyday lives and are 

visiting their fields. The participants 

find out about the farmers‘ problems 

and about them fearing for their land 

to be taken away. 
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Further Offers: From Participant to Junior  
Seminar Trainer

n the meantime there is also a basic infrastructure 
for global learning in Brandenburg through which 
an introduction into themes regarding global justice 
is ensured. But what happens once that interest has 
been kindled?

Which offers ensure continuous learning in a south-
north partnership? What space within our edu-
cational work in Germany is needed to pick up on 
experiences and to work on them further; to enable 
participants and trainers to work together? Which 
options for action are available to motivate them 
to get involved? A key for this are local, good, re-
gional, accessible and attractive offers which offer 
a platform to exchange ideas, to contribute, to try 
things out, to take responsibility in some areas and 
which enable participants to move forward in their 
personal learning process. It is important to build 
up personal relationships, an atmosphere of trust 

for self-critical reflection which is a pre-requisite for 
recognising prejudices and discrimination in oneself 
and others as well as then addressing and taking 
them apart. Trust is also necessary to reflect upon 
one‘s personal developmental process and in retro-
spect to look back at one‘s own behaviour and to be 
able to look for and try out new ways of dealing with 
situations.

Over a period over several years at least, one week-
long seminars have proved successful. We are talk-
ing about workshops with young people and young 
adults who came upon the work of RAA Branden-
burg to concentrate on global themes.
North-south partnerships, international encounters 
and global education project days are generally 
the starting point for those interested in getting in-
volved in development issues or anti-racism. Sub-
sequent learning processes are enriched through 
the heterogeneity of the group. I would now like to 
demonstrate this experience with reference to three 
examples. 

2017 Germany: The focus of the seminar for junior seminar leaders from Zanzibar and Brandenburg was to promote a postcolonial, antiracist commemorative culture. In doing that, they became aware of their interwoven histories. The young people placed happenings that had affected people from Germany and Tanzania since the middle ages on a time line. 
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2017  In Conflict With the Colonial View 

Participants:

• Five students who had taken part in different 
global learning projects, who had become 
involved in anti-racists groups in schools while 
they were still at school and who had taken part 
in south-north international exchange pro-
grammes. 

• Six young adults from Zanzibar who had taken 
part in a student exchange programme in Bran-
denburg. 

• One female student from the Leibnitz Gymna-
sium in Potsdam which had established a school 
contact to Zanzibar. 

• Two male students from the Vicco-von-Bülow 
Gymnasium Falkensee which runs a school part-
nership with the Hamamni School in Zanzibar; 

• Eight students and two teachers from the Ge-
schwister Scholl comprehensive school in Zos-
sen who have been involved in school partner-
ships with Zanzibar since 2006.

The seminar had two aims because these partici-
pants had had very different experiences. The five 
students and partners from Zanzibar had gained 
a qualification as junior seminar trainers and were 
then monitored in their first school projects to ena-
ble them to act independently as trainers in educa-
tional projects.

The school students who participated, for some of 
whom it was the third year to be part of an RAA glob-
al seminar, found (new) stimuli and input and creat-
ed an exhibition on colonial legacies in their area 
and took it to their school. Through working with 
their slightly older peers they were also able to see 
where involvement in development issues can lead. 

2018 Germany: The students from Dabendorf School had 
the opportunity to interview their peers in small groups. The 
main question for Nina and Maxine for the participants from 
the Philippines was ‚ How do you bring change?‘ The students 
form Dabendorf created a poster for their school based on these 
interviews. So they shared their experience with other students in 
their school to incite interest in international projects.
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2019 Sustainable Involvement

The partners from ‚Twende Pamoja‘ Zanzibar are 
continuing to support schools such as Hamamni 
Sec ondary School or Mtopepo Secondary School 
with the organisation of their partnerships with 
schools in Brandenburg.
This work is currently succeeding because of the 
extraordinary voluntary dedication of one teacher 
who is being supported by three young adults who 
have participated in various encounters. No only in 
Germany but especially in the Global South, struc-
tures need to be established and financially suppor-
ted. That is an essential requirement if partnership 
projects on equal terms are to be long-term and sus-
tainable. 
We are endeavouring to create a learning process 
hand in hand with our partners in Brandenburg and 
in the southern hemisphere as well as to improve the 
circumstances of our partners south of the equator. 
One of the challenges that we are currently facing is 
to achieve a bit more of justice. 

2018 Shaping Society

• 20 young people from Germany, Tanzania, Bolivia 
and the Philippines who have been connected in 
a common learning process since 2011

• Two students who also attended the seminar in 
2017

• Five students from the Geschwister Scholl 
comprehensive school in Zossen who were also 
involved in the 2017 seminar 

The student trainees were introduced into the ped-
agogical work and developed concepts for project 
days with the support of the international trainers’ 
team from Germany and the Philippines. Pedagogi-
cal skills were also practised by planning and pre-
senting sections of the seminar either independent-
ly or with support and then subsequently analysed 
and reflected upon. Following the seminar three 
international teams led 18 project days in schools 
where German participants had attended in the 
past. In these project days the young adults were 
able to demonstrate how global learning within an 
international encounter and school partnership pro-
gramme can be facilitated, monitored and can lead 
to independence.

The school students only participated in the last 
part of the seminar. These students gained new 
content-related stimuli which they again took with 
them to their school.
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